IN HONOR OF DR. JANUSZ LEKKI FOR HIS MANY
CONTRIBUTIONS TO RESEARCH
AND FOR HIS PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

This issue of Physicochemical Problems of
Mineral Processing is dedicated to Janusz Lekki,
to many a prominent flotation expert, to others
the best skier among skiers, to all a good friend.
The man who in spite of his stubborn refusal to
learn foreign languages has been well known
not only in Poland but also abroad.

Dr. Lekki was born in 1937. Graduated in
chemistry from the Silesian University of
Technology in 1959, and was first employed by
the Institute of Non-Ferrous Metals in Gliwice.
Four years later, lured by Dr. J. Laskowski, he
joined the Department of Mineral Processing at
the Silesian University of Technology. The
outcome of this collaboration was a Ph.D.
Thesis (1970) which resulted in several very
influential papers (J.Lekki and J.S. Laskowski,
On the dynamic effect of frother-collector joint
action in flotation, Trans. IMM, Sec. C., 80, 174-180 (1971); J. Lekki and J.S.
Laskowski, Influencia del NaCl sobre la flotacion de minerals sulfurados de cobre,
Minerales (Chile), 27, No. 118, 3-10 (1972); J. Lekki and J. S. Laskowski, A new
concept of frothing in flotation systems and general classification of flotation frothers,
Proc. 11th Int. Mineral Processing Congress, Cagliari, 1975, 427-448; J. Lekki and
J.S. Laskowski, Dynamic interaction in particle-bubble attachment in flotation,
Colloid and Interface Science, Vol. 4: Hydrosols and Rheology, Academic Press, New
York, 1976, 331-345). These papers found a very prominent position in several
monographs, and were extensively discussed by Prof. Jan Leja in his "Surface
Chemistry of Flotation" bible (also in the revised second edition of this book which
appeared in 2004).

Janusz has a rare ability of making friends, especially on the slopes of mountains in
a winter time, where he is known as "Professor" to many. Bad luck forced him to




abandon his beloved hobby for many years. During these bad years his loyalty and
close friendship were extremely important to Prof. Laskowski in his move to the
Technical University of Wroclaw in 1973. In Wroclaw, Janusz totally immersed in the
work of his new generation of students. He has always been the catalyst who got many
things started, and his enthusiasm and hard work played a very important role in
establishing the Laboratory of Mineral Processing at Wroclaw Technical University.
In 1974, Janusz took over from Dr. J. Iskra as the secretary of Editorial Committee for
the Physicochemical Problems of Mineral Processing Symposia, the position he held
until 1980, and this, especially when Professor Laskowski ended up in North America,
turned out to be vital for the Symposia's survival. His wide-range of expertise, and
warm-hearted generous character has made Janusz Lekki a much sought-after
collaborator by many researchers in the mineral processing area.

In 1979, he completed a monograph on Physicochemical Fundamentals of
Flotation of Sulfides (Fizykochemiczne podstawy flotowalnosci mineralow
siarczkowych), the area in which he acquired a broad interest. This highly original
work, which later stimulated many research projects, was presented to the Dean of
Chemistry of the Wroclaw Technical University in partial fulfillment of the so-called
habilitation in 1979. Due to various unexpected events he withdrew his thesis from
consideration and has never tried again. In 1990, he moved back to Gliwice to teach
and do research at the Silesian University of Technology as an adjunct professor of
mineral processing. He retired in 2002. He is married with two daughters.

We - the large family of his friends all over the world - sincerely hope that Janusz
Lekki will enjoy health and happiness for many years to come.
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In 2004 he completed about 100 pages long monograph on Mechanisms of

hydrophobization of copper minerals (in Polish) which is awaiting for editing and
printing.

Jan Drzymata

Janusz Laskowski
Andrzej Luszczkiewicz
Zygmunt Sadowski



